TIME   OF   TRIAL                   83
himself in the sun at the far end of the promontory.
The boatswain returned from his trip round the
creek as far as the foot of the bluff to the east.
Beyond that it was impossible to go. Even at low
tide it would have been useless to attempt to get
round the foot of this huge rock, about which the
surf beat violently.
John Block had been joined by James in the
creek, and both brought back turtles and eggs.
These chelones swarmed upon the shore. In -
anticipation of an early departure it would be
possible to lay in a large stock of their flesh, which
would secure a supply of food for the passengers.
After luncheon the men talked while Jenny
Polly, and Susan busied themselves washing the
spare linen in the fresh water of the stream. It
would dry quickly in the sun, for the day was hot.
Afterwards, all the clothes were to be mended,
so that everybody might be ready to go aboard
the boat again directly it should be decided to
make a start.
They had important questions to answer. What'
was the geographical position of this land ? Was
it possible to ascertain it without instruments,
within a few degrees, taking the position of the
sun at noon as a basis for calculation ? Such an
observation could not be absolutely accurate.
But to-day it seemed to confirm the opinion,
already advanced by Captain Gould^ that this